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Harton Academy Admissions Policy 2024-25 
 

1 General Information 
 

Full details of the Local Authority Co-ordinated scheme, and information on the agreed catchment 
area for the academy, are available on the South Tyneside Council website: 
 
https://www.southtyneside.gov.uk/article/36364/School-admissions  
 
Applications can be made on-line or by written application, and full details, including key dates, can 
be found on the LA website. 
 
Decisions concerning the admission of pupils to the Academy and the attendant administrative 
procedures are the responsibility of the Local Governing Body supported by the Local Authority.  
 

/article/36364/School-admissions


 

 
 

c. Children who have a sibling link and are residing at the same address (brother or sister 

including adoptive siblings, half siblings, step siblings, and long term fostered children) 

and are attending the Academy at the time of application (see note 2).  

 
d. Shortest distance measured as a straight line, from the Ordnance Survey co-ordinates 

for the parental home residence (including flats) to the main academy entrance, using 

the L.A. Geographic Information System (GIS), with those living closer to the Academy 

receiving higher priority (see note 3).   

 

¶ In the event of appeals, the Academy will continue to observe the L.A. co-ordinated 

admissions scheme.  

 

¶ In determining admissions, priority would be given to those applications where the parental 

application form is received by the published deadline date.  

 
Where there are not enough places to admit all the children falling within a particular criterion a 
ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƛŜōǊŜŀƪŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ 
Information System (GIS).  We will measure in a straight line from the Ordnance Survey parental 
home resideƴŎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ŧƭŀǘǎύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ ¢ȅƴŜǎƛŘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
Geographic Information System (GIS), with those living closer to the school receiving higher priority.  
 
Where two or more applicants meet the same admission criteria and the measured distance 
between home and school is the same to 3 decimal places, the tie break will be random allocation 
and will be by the drawing of lots to determine the rank order for each child.  In order to ensure 
fairness the School Admissions Team will administer the random allocation system overseen by an 
independent adjudicator in accordance with the random allocation procedure.  
 
Random Allocation Procedure:  
 
In the situation that two or more applications measure the same distance to the school, random 
allocation will be used. The use of this is rare but the situations that random allocation would be 
required are: 
 

¶ Same cohort siblings living at the same address.  This does not include twins or multiple births 

who are an exception to Infant Class Size regulation but does include same cohort siblings 

applying for places in Year 3 and above.  

¶ Unrelated applicants who live equidistant from the school  

¶ House of multiple occupation (where living accommodation is shared but not bedrooms. e.g. 

not a block of flats). 

¶ Forces families applying with a Forces Post Office address and for admission purposes the unit 

address is used as there is no allocated housing order. 

 
Each random allocation event is only valid for the allocation of the available school place.  On any 
waiting list the remaining applicants will remain equally ranked and any further place offered will 
be the result of a further random allocation. 



 

 
 

 
The random allocation will be overseen by a person who is not involved in the allocation process. 
The roles involved with the random allocation are: 
 

¶ Independent Adjudicator (IA) ς this is a person who ensures the process is carried out in a fair 

and transparent way. The IA must be independent of the school for which the allocation is to 

be made and must not be a member of the Admissions Team. 

¶ Admissions Officer (AO) ς this is an officer from the Admissions Team who is responsible for 

carrying out the administration of the random allocation procedure and recording the 

results, under the scrutiny of the IA. 

¶ Person who makes the draw (P) ς this must be a person independent of the school for which 

the allocation is to be made and must be a person who is not a member of the Admissions 

Team. 

 

2.2 Entry at Key Stage 5 
 

The Academy provides courses of study for post 16 (6th form) students.  The entry requirements 
for Harton 6th Form is largely dependent on the course of study that a student wishes to access.  
The availability of courses is dependent upon the number of applicants and the financial 
sustainability of the course.  The Governing Body of the Academy determines these factors.  The 
capacity of the 6th Form is 266 which equate to 133 per year group. 

 

¶ To access level three courses at Harton 6th Form, students need to obtain a minimum GCSE 

only average point score (APS) of 5.5 from their best 8 GCSE results 

 

¶ Students should have at least GCSE grade 4 in both English and Mathematics 

 

¶ Further details of specific entry requirements and courses available can be found on the 

Harton 6th Form website or may be obtained by contacting the Academy.  

 
In the first instance where there is a larger number of applicants than we have places for, priority 
will be given to: 

 

¶ Firstly, students who have attended the school in the previous academic year (during Year 

ммύ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 

 

¶ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀƎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

for the courses av3.6h8ilable.  

 
Where the above criteria are not enough to help us decide, we shall follow the criteria set out in 2.1 
above, which are the same for key stages 3 and 4. 

 

3  Waiting List ʹ Year 7 



 

 
 

If parents have been refused a place at Harton Academy, they will have the opportunity to place 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
one offered.  
 
Waiting lists are established after the L.A. have sent offers for places, as part of their normal 
procedure.  This is usually the beginning of March, however Parents should check the L.A. website 
ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ [Φ!Φ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ 
list as this is not an automatic procedure. The waiting list will operate until 31 December. 
 
Children are placed on the waiting list according to the oversubscription criteria regardless of when 



 

 
 

The Academy will make every effort to support the transition of all pupils to their post-16 
placement. Where pupils are identified to be vulnerable or to have specific learning needs, the 
Academy will continue to support the transition where possible through appropriate liaison.  

 

7 Parental Responsibility  
 

²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǇŀǊŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΚ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ртс ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ мффс ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǇŀǊŜƴǘΩ ŀǎΥ  
 

¶ All natural parents married or not 

¶ !ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘ ΨǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ όǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ evidence) 

¶ !ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ΨǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ 

the pupil (we will require documentary evidence)  

 

8 At What Age Does my Child Transfer into Secondary School?  
 

Every parent whose child is in their last year of Junior or Primary education (Year 6) whose date of 
birth is between 1 September and 31 August (i.e. within a normal academic year) will need to 
complete an application for admission into Secondary School.  
 
Most children will be admitted to a school within their own age group but it is possible for you to 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
particularly gifted and talented child, or your child has missed part of a year maybe due to ill health. 
This option ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bŜŜŘǎ /ƻ-ordinator and an 
Educational Psychologist.  
 
We will consider such requests on the basis of the circumstances of each individual child and in 
consultation with the appropriate colleagues and with the written recommendation of an 
Educational Psychologist. If your application for a place outside the normal age group is refused, 
you have a right to appeal against the decision.  

 

9 Additional Information for applications to Harton 6th Form 
 
9.1 How and when to apply 
 

Applications for entry to the 6th Form are made via the Harton website. Completed applications 
must be received by the Academy by end of January, at the beginning of the year in which they 
wish to commence study at key stage 5.  The precise date will be published on the 6th Form website.   
All applicants will be interviewed and conditional offers made once all the guidance interviews have 
been completed. 
 
Any applications received after the closing date will be considered after those received on time. 
 
A provisional offer of a place will be made by the end of April following the submission closing date.  
All offers are made subject to confirmation of meeting the required academic entry requirements. 

 
9.2 Appeals 
 

Unsuccessful applicants to the 6th form are entitled to appeal against a decision not to admit them.  
It will be to a panel who are independent of the initial decision not to admit.   

 



 

 
 

9.3 False Information 
 

Where a place has been offered on the basis of a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application, 
the offer of the place will be withdrawn. 

 
  





 

 
 

 

 


