ST BEDE’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, SOUTH SHIELDS
ADMISSIONS POLICY 2024-25

St Bede’s Catholic Primary School


https://diocesehn.org.uk/education/schools-commission/admissions-and-appeals/

6. Children of other Christian denominations whose membership is evidenced by a minister or faith
leader. (see note 6)

7. Children of other faiths whose membership is evidenced by a minister or faith leader. (see note 7)
8. Any other children.

Within each of the categories listed above, the following provisions will be applied in the following order.

0] Where evidence is provided at the time of application of an exceptional social, medical or pastoral
need of the child which can be most appropriately met at this school, the application will be placed
at the top of the category in which the application is made. (see note 11)

(i) The attendance of a sibling at the school at the time of enrolment will increase the priority of an
application within each category so that the application will be placed at the top of the category in
which the application is made after children in (i) above. (see note 9)

Tie Breaker

Where there are places available for some, but not all applicants within a particular criterion priority will be
given to children living closest to the school determined by the shortest distance. Distance will be measured
as a straight line, from the Ordnance Survey coordinates for the parental home residence (including flats) to
the school main entrance, using South Tyneside Council’s Geographic Information System (GIS).

In the event of distances being the same for two or more children where this would determine the last place
to be allocated, random allocation will be carried out in a public place and supervised by a person
independent of the school.

Application Procedures and Timetable

To apply for a place at this school in the normal admission round (not in-year applications), a Common
Application Form (CAF) must be completed. This is available from the local authority in which the child lives.

The parent will be advised of the outcome of the application on 16 April or the next working day, by the local
authority. If the application is unsuccessful (unless the child gained a place at a school the parent ranked
higher) the parent will be informed of the decision, related to the oversubscription criteria listed above, and
has the right of appeal to an independent appeal panel.

If the parent is required to provide supplemental evidence to support the application (e.g. a baptismal
certificate), this evidence should be provided at the time of application. If not provided, evidence may be
sought by the admissions authority following the closing date for applications. This information must have
been correct at the date of closing for applications.

All applications which are submitted on time will be considered at the same time and after the closing date for
admissions which is 15 January 2024.

Late Applications

Late applications will be administered in accordance with the home local authority Primary Coordinated
Admissions Scheme. Parents are advised to ensure that the application is submitted before the closing date.
Admission of Children below Compulsory School Age and Deferred Entry

A child is entitled to a full-time place in the September following their fourth birthday. A child’s parents may
defer the date at which their child, below compulsory school age, is admitted to the school, until later in the



the final term of the school year for which an offer was made. A child may take up a part-time place until later
in the school year, but not beyond the point at which the child reaches compulsory school age. Upon receipt
of the offer of a place a parent should notify the school in writing, as soon as possible, that they wish to either
defer their child’s entry to the school or take up a part-time place.

Admission of Children outside their Normal Age Group

A request may be made for a child to be admitted outside of their normal age group, for example, if the child
is gifted and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health.

Any such request should be made in writing to the headteacher of the school. The admissions authority will
make its decision about the request based on the circumstances of each case and in the best interests of the
child. In addition to taking into account the views of the headteacher who has statutory responsibility for the
internal organisation, management and control of the school, the admissions authority will take into account
the views of the parents and of appropriate medical and education professionals.

Summer Born Children

The parents of a summer born child, i.e. a child born between 1 April and 31 August, may request that the
child be admitted out of their normal age group, to the reception class in the September following their fifth
birthday and that that the child will remain in this cohort as they progress through school.

Parents who want to make this request should make an application for their child’s normal age group at the
usual time. The application to the local authority should include this request and in addition it should be made
in writing to the headteacher of the school. The local authority will liaise with the admissions authority that
will make its decision about the request based on the circumstances of each case and in the best interests of
the child. In addition to taking into account the views of the headteacher, who has statutory responsibility for
the internal organisation, management and control of the school, the admissions authority will take into
account the views of the parents and of appropriate medical and education professionals.

Parents will be informed of the outcome of the request before primary national offer day.

If the request is agreed by the admissions authority, the application for the normal age group may be



Infant classes may not, by law, contain more than 30 pupils with a single qualified teacher (subject to the
provisions in the School Admissions Code for ‘excepted children’). Parents do have a right of appeal in
accordance with the infant class size regulations if the school is oversubscribed and their child is refused a
place.

The admissions authority will, where logistically possible, admit twins and all siblings from multiple births
where one of the children is the last child ranked within the school’s PAN.

In-Year Applications

An application can be made for a place for a child at any time outside the admission round and the child will
be admitted where there are available places. For information on making an in-year application, parents
should contact the local authority admissions team at School Admissions, Town Hall & Civic Offices, Westoe
Road, South Shields, Tyne & Wear, NE33 2RL on 0191 424 7706 or by email at
school.admissions@southtyneside.gov.uk. [www.stbedessouthshields.co.uk]

Parents will be advised of the outcome of their application in writing. Where there are places available but
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exercise of their social services functions (e.g. children with foster parents) at the time of making
application to the school.

A previously looked after child is a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so because he or she was
adopted, or became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order. Included in this
definition are those children who appear (to the admissions authority) to have been in state care outside
of England and who ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted.

Catholic means a member of a Church in full communion with the See of Rome. This includes the Eastern
Catholic Churches. This will normally be evidenced by a certificate of baptism in a Catholic Church or a
certificate of reception into the full communion of the C



Case law has identified certain characteristics which describe the meaning of religion for the purposes of
charity law, which are characterised by a belief in a supreme being and an expression of belief in that
supreme being through worship.

Applicants must provide a letter of support to confirm their faith membership from their minister or faith
leader.

A child’s home address refers to the address where the child usually lives with a parent or carer, and will
be the address provided in the Common Application Form (“CAF”). Where parents have shared



