
ST JAMES’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, HEBBURN 
ADMISSIONS POLICY 2024-25 

 
St James Catholic Primary School was founded by the Catholic Church to provide education for children of 
Catholic families. Whenever there are more applications than places available, priority will be given to 
Catholic children in accordance with the oversubscription criteria listed below. The school is conducted by the 
Catholic Education Trust as part of the Catholic Church in accordance with its trust deed and articles of 
association and seeks at all times to be a witness to Our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
As a Catholic school, we aim to provide a Catholic education for all our pupils. At a Catholic school, Catholic 
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6. Children of staff  

7. Children of other Christian denominations whose membership is evidenced by a minister or faith 
leader. (see note 6) 

8. Children of other faiths whose membership is evidenced by a minister or faith leader. (see note 7) 

9. Any other children. 

Within each of the categories listed above, the following provisions will be applied in the following order. 

(i) Where evidence is provided at the time of application of an exceptional social, medical or pastoral 

need of the child which can be most appropriately met at this school, the application will be placed 

at the top of the category in which the application is made. (see note 11) 

(ii) The attendance of a sibling at the school at the time of enrolment will increase the priority of an 

application within each category so that the application will be placed at the top of the category in 

which the application is made after children in (i) above. (see note 9) 

Tie Breaker 

Where there are places available for some, but not all applicants within a particular criterion priority will be 
given to children living closest to the school determined by the shortest distance. Distance will be measured 



A child is entitled to a full-time place in the September following their fourth birthday. A child’s parents may 
defer the date at which their child, below compulsory school age, is admitted to the school, until later in the 
school year but not beyond the point at which they reach compulsory school age, or beyond the beginning of 
the final term of the school year for which an offer was made. A child may take up a part-time place until later 
in the school year, but not beyond the point at which the child reaches compulsory school age. Upon receipt 
of the offer of a place a parent should notify the school in writing, as soon as possible, that they wish to either 
defer their child’s entry to the school or take up a part-time place. 
 
Admission of Children outside their Normal Age Group  

A request may be made for a child to be admitted outside of their normal age group, for example, if the child 
is gifted and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health.  
 
Any such request should be made in writing to the headteacher of the school. The admissions authority 



Infant Class Size Regulations 

Infant classes may not, by law, contain more than 30 pupils with a single qualified teacher (subject to the 
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Case law has identified certain characteristics which describe the meaning of religion for the purposes of 
charity law, which are characterised by a belief in a supreme being and an expression of belief in that 
supreme being through worship. 
 


